Appendix E - Bond Referenda

State of Rhode Island Bond Referenda, 1972-2018

Votes Votes
Election and Question Presented Approved Percent Rejected Percent
November 7. 1972
School Bonds $10,000,000 168,582 56.31% 130,822 43.69%
Health Facilities Bonds 11,000,000 223,882 71.75% 88,158 28.25%
Social Services Bonds 8,200,000 162,543 55.54% 130,117 44.46%
Park Bond Facilities 1,100,000 160,268 55.42% 128,894 44.58%
Sewage Facilities Bonds 2,000,000 179,503 61.29% 113,351 38.71%
Redevelopment Bonds 6,000,000 119,149 42.73% 159,697 57.27%
State Buildings Bonds 8,400,000 103,311 37.20% 174,419 62.80%
Transportation 9,300,000 112,860 40.26% 167,502 59.74%
Total Presented $56,000,000
Total Approved $32,300,000
November 5, 1974
Correction Facilities $9,500,000 110,709 45.53% 132,450 54.47%
State Properties 1,400,000 71,956 30.98% 160,314 69.02%
Rehabilitative Services 1,455,000 127,732 52.25% 116,736 47.75%
MHRH 15,000,000 159,264 61.59% 99,310 38.41%
Transportation 16,100,000 95,630 38.98% 149,707 61.02%
Parks, Recreation, Conservation 650,000 130,267 54.51% 108,717 45.49%
Health Facilities 6,750,000 116,998 48.96% 121,978 51.04%
State Water Supply 3,000,000 110,196 47.19% 123,302 52.81%
Educational Facilities 11,400,000 106,535 44.93% 130,587 55.07%
Solid Waste Management 1,700,000 112,373 48.56% 119,049 51.44%
Board of Regents 10,000,000 98,597 43.35% 128,840 56.65%
Total Presented $76,955,000
Total Approved $17,105,000
June 24, 1975
Transportation $14,000,000 49,732 64.70% 27,139 35.30%
Health Facilities 14,000,000 52,336 68.08% 24,537 31.92%
Education Facilities 9,500,000 43,815 58.13% 31,558 41.87%
Health Lab Building 2,750,000 49,084 64.83% 26,633 35.17%
Total Presented $40,250,000
Total Approved $40,250,000
November 2, 1976
Vietnam Veterans' Bond $10,000,000 192,856 57.87% 140,373 42.13%
Transportation 1,700,000 115,696 39.18% 179,632 60.82%
Corrections 13,900,000 128,392 42.32% 174,957 57.68%
State Properties 2,000,000 75,248 26.55% 208,159 73.45%
MHRH 14,700,000 222,476 69.03% 99,814 30.97%
Roads and Bridges 6,886,000 136,841 45.42% 164,453 54.58%
Public Transportation 2,114,000 122,051 41.78% 170,049 58.22%
Parks, Recreation, Conservation 1,250,000 142,299 48.21% 152,888 51.79%
Health Facilities 9,000,000 160,569 54.05% 136,488 45.95%
State Water Supply 3,800,000 132,503 45.26% 160,243 54.74%
Educational Facilities 12,700,000 143,286 49.46% 146,422 50.54%
Solid Waste Management 700,000 102,460 37.11% 173,651 62.89%
Firefighting Training 1,000,000 102,268 36.50% 177,886 63.50%
Total Presented $79,750,000
Total Approved $33,700,000
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State of Rhode Island Bond Referenda, 1972-2018

Votes Votes
Election and Question Presented Approved Percent Rejected Percent
June 28, 1977
Correctional Facilities - Intake $6,000,000 33,072 51.40% 31,270 48.60%
Transportation 41,500,000 42,203 64.51% 23,215 35.49%
Total Presented $47,500,000
Total Approved $47,500,000
November 7, 1978
Blackstone Valley Project $2,000,000 77,353 34.08% 149,604 65.92%
Veterans Cemetery 3,250,000 97,416 39.62% 148,450 60.38%
Correctional Facilities 750,000 88,388 38.37% 141,994 61.63%
MHRH 11,700,000 145,660 58.81% 102,036 41.19%
State Properties 3,000,000 54,014 24.12% 169,919 75.88%
Health Facilities 10,000,000 109,757 47.02% 123,668 52.98%
Water Supply 4,300,000 96,314 41.91% 133,493 58.09%
Educational Facilities 16,180,000 101,483 42.57% 136,934 57.43%
Environmental Management 2,400,000 100,696 45.66% 119,836 54.34%
Transportation 650,000 94,763 43.21% 124,564 56.79%
Total Presented $54,230,000
Total Approved $11,700,000
June 26, 1979
Economic Development $25,000,000 30,568 62.34% 18,466 37.66%
Environmental Quality 15,000,000 36,398 73.32% 13,247 26.68%
Total Presented $40,000,000
Total Approved $40,000,000
July 22, 1980
Transportation $8,600,000 22,558 56.38% 17,450 43.62%
Vocational Education 1,175,000 21,256 53.39% 18,560 46.61%
Energy Conservation 7,400,000 16,752 42.72% 22,458 57.28%
Correctional Facilities 5,830,000 10,530 27.05% 28,403 72.95%
Handicapped Accessiblity 5,250,000 21,259 53.40% 18,552 46.60%
Hazardous Substances 3,000,000 21,938 55.37% 17,680 44.63%
Total Presented $31,255,000
Total Approved $18,025,000
November 4, 1980
Narragansett Bay Water Quality $87,700,000 215,614 67.66% 103,069 32.34%
State Water Supplies 5,230,000 184,829 62.10% 112,782 37.90%
MHRH 8,579,600 185,267 58.72% 130,251 41.28%
Children & Their Families 1,060,000 187,754 61.05% 119,788 38.95%
Educational Facilities 5,965,000 139,582 47.15% 156,460 52.85%
Total Presented $108,534,600

Total Approved

$102,569,600
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Votes Votes
Election and Question Presented Approved Percent Rejected Percent
November 2, 1982
Transportation $25,000,000 177,429 62.36% 107,088 37.64%
Farmland Preservation 2,000,000 181,465 64.96% 97,863 35.04%
Children & Their Families 3,100,000 169,125 61.77% 104,660 38.23%
Correctional Facilities 8,500,000 123,798 45.34% 149,239 54.66%
MHRH 4,600,000 181,643 64.55% 99,736 35.45%
Educational Facilities-El./Sec. Ed. 2,600,000 142,168 52.56% 128,330 47.44%
Educational Facilities-Higher Ed. 4,600,000 151,741 56.14% 118,537 43.86%
Environmental Management 600,000 182,602 62.12% 111,334 37.88%
Total Presented $51,000,000
Total Approved $42,500,000
November 8, 1983
Correctional Facilities $5,000,000 59,206 58.71% 41,639 41.29%
Transportation 45,000,000 68,488 67.82% 32,492 32.18%
MHRH 8,500,000 69,616 68.02% 32,727 31.98%
Water Resources Board 10,100,000 54,997 55.63% 43,873 44.37%
Total Presented $68,600,000
Total Approved $68,600,000
June 12, 1984
Strategic Development Program $90,000,000 30,604 20.17% 121,090 79.83%
Total Presented $90,000,000
Total Approved $0
November 6, 1984
Educational Facilities-Higher Ed. $2,200,000 172,783 54.48% 144,345 45.52%
Educational Facilities-El./Sec. Ed. 2,600,000 200,229 64.68% 109,321 35.32%
Environmental Management 3,000,000 180,954 60.27% 119,299 39.73%
Emergency Telephone System 5,000,000 235,120 71.36% 94,370 28.64%
Environmental Response Fund 5,000,000 164,686 55.48% 132,166 44.52%
Sewerage/Water Supply Failure 5,000,000 170,158 56.58% 130,570 43.42%
MHRH 8,000,000 213,196 67.07% 104,693 32.93%
Transportation 9,975,000 178,054 58.59% 125,847 41.41%
Correctional Facilities 10,600,000 136,640 45.69% 162,443 54.31%
Heritage Capital Development 14,000,000 133,734 46.59% 153,301 53.41%
Total Presented $65,375,000
Total Approved $40,775,000
November 5, 1985
State House Renovations $5,500,000 67,239 58.86% 46,997 41.14%
Handicapped Accessibility 5,000,000 70,871 61.48% 44,397 38.52%
Transportation 16,000,000 73,569 64.30% 40,842 35.70%
Heritage Capital Development 9,000,000 60,236 53.78% 51,763 46.22%
Refund of General Obligation [40,700,000] 73,419 65.24% 39,113 34.76%
Underground Storage Tank 1,500,000 59,772 54.91% 49,079 45.09%
Agricultural Land Preservation 2,000,000 72,003 64.85% 39,030 35.15%
MHRH 12,680,000 80,818 69.19% 35,988 30.81%
Asbestos/Dangerous Products 20,000,000 68,977 61.23% 43,679 38.77%
Total Presented $71,680,000
Total Approved $71,680,000
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November 4, 1986
Clean Water Act Environ. Trust $35,000,000 204,272 76.59% 62,435 23.41%
Blackstone Valley District 17,200,000 156,857 61.98% 96,226 38.02%
Water Resources 13,600,000 158,223 63.31% 91,707 36.69%
Environmental Management 16,000,000 160,287 63.02% 94,054 36.98%
MHRH 11,690,000 166,926 69.57% 73,026 30.43%
Human Services 2,600,000 162,367 67.31% 78,867 32.69%
Children & Their Families 6,500,000 163,502 68.15% 76,430 31.85%
Hazardous Substances 2,000,000 167,772 69.60% 73,286 30.40%
Educational Facilities-Higher Ed. 8,700,000 156,967 65.12% 84,076 34.88%
Transportation 57,490,000 155,421 64.76% 84,592 35.24%
Total Presented $170,780,000
Total Approved $170,780,000
November 3, 1987
Open Space and Recreactional Areas $65,200,000 74,516 77.40% 21,756 22.60%
Total Presented $65,200,000
Total Approved $65,200,000
November 8, 1988
Water Resources $10,000,000 262,956 84.31% 48,941 15.69%
Environmental Management 2,000,000 224,640 74.84% 75,524 25.16%
MHRH 29,142,500 247,810 76.91% 74,398 23.09%
MHRH- Substance Abuse Treatment Fac 3,200,000 222,866 73.23% 81,480 26.77%
Historic Preservation Commission 2,500,000 186,276 61.32% 117,502 38.68%
Rhode Island Aqua Fund 15,000,000 225,944 74.65% 76,742 25.35%
Educational Facilities-Higher Ed. 17,700,000 235,523 73.72% 83,964 26.28%
Transportation 98,580,000 211,832 67.84% 100,415 32.16%
Total Presented $178,122,500
Total Approved $178,122,500
November 7, 1989
Historic Preservation Commission 4,500,000 60,296 54.75% 49,837 45.25%
Environmental Management 74,500,000 70,920 64.17% 39,598 35.83%
Transportation 3,000,000 71,819 65.61% 37,652 34.39%
MHRH 17,500,000 75,618 67.34% 36,670 32.66%
Cross-Bay Pipeline 15,000,000 29,737 27.03% 80,283 72.97%
Total Presented $114,500,000
Total Approved $99,500,000
November 6, 1990
MHRH $41,850,000 203,100 66.02% 104,533 33.98%
Transportation 92,100,000 172,451 57.55% 127,184 42.45%
Educational Facilities-Higher Ed. 7,000,000 190,601 65.54% 100,218 34.46%
Environmental Management-Agric.Pres. 2,000,000 185,956 62.64% 110,902 37.36%
Clean Water Act Environ. Trust 35,000,000 204,978 70.71% 84,923 29.29%
Reallocate NBC to BSV and Pawtuxet [15,000,000] 171,645 59.27% 117,974 40.73%
State Facilities-Asset Protection 19,445,540 152,677 53.99% 130,119 46.01%
Economic Development 3,500,000 131,987 46.58% 151,372 53.42%
Total Presented $200,895,540

Total Approved

$197,395,540
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Votes Votes
Election and Question Presented Approved Percent Rejected Percent
November 3, 1992
Transportation $12,000,000 173,812 52.21% 159,067 47.79%
Rhode Island Historical Society 2,500,000 112,236 34.82% 210,052 65.18%
State Facilities 9,500,000 108,679 36.02% 193,012 63.98%
Historic Preservation 4,500,000 130,048 39.88% 196,087 60.12%
R.1. Housing and Conservation Trust 10,000,000 133,789 41.38% 189,514 58.62%
Narragansett Bay Water Quality 15,000,000 181,193 55.42% 145,726 44.58%
Total Presented $53,500,000
Total Approved $27,000,000
November 8, 1994
Transportation $56,500,000 169,839 58.26% 121,675 41.74%
Rhode Island Historical Preservation 4,500,000 133,488 44.67% 165,363 55.33%
Correctional Facilities 3,800,000 105,062 35.38% 191,894 64.62%
Elementary & Secondary Education 29,000,000 151,692 50.51% 148,600 49.49%
State House 5,000,000 128,562 44.40% 161,007 55.60%
Total Presented $98,800,000
Total Approved $85,500,000
November 5, 1996
Transportation 80,180,000 179,989 56.19% 140,360 43.81%
Higher Education-Telecommunication 40,600,000 172,546 53.63% 149,163 46.37%
Higher Education Facilities 33,803,485 173,163 54.14% 146,698 45.86%
Quonset Point/Davisville 72,000,000 196,530 60.29% 129,420 39.71%
Environmental Management 4,000,000 179,203 57.02% 135,053 42.98%
Brownsfield Loan Program 5,000,000 112,494 37.16% 190,231 62.84%
Asset Protection 18,500,000 125,091 41.15% 178,929 58.85%
Total Presented 254,083,485
Total Approved 230,583,485
November 3, 1998
Transportation 65,700,000 178,389 68.21% 83,148 31.79%
Higher Education Facilities 20,990,000 177,916 67.75% 84,710 32.25%
Environmental Management 15,000,000 173,332 67.78% 82,409 32.22%
Total Presented 101,690,000
Total Approved 101,690,000
November 7, 2000
Environmental Management 34,000,000 252,364 73.38% 91,566 26.62%
Clean Water Finance Agency 60,000,000 260,362 75.35% 85,157 24.65%
Transportation 62,510,000 231,745 68.10% 108,536 31.90%
Higher Education Facilities 36,950,000 232,066 67.46% 111,930 32.54%
Heritage Harbor Museum 25,000,000 168,808 49.29% 173,657 50.71%
Total Presented 218,460,000
Total Approved 193,460,000
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Election and Question Presented Approved Percent Rejected Percent
November 5, 2002
State Police Headquarters Facility
and State Municipal Fire Academy 55,000,000 183,839 60.42% 120,452 39.58%
Preservation, Recreation and 14,000,000 167,398 55.51% 134,149 44.49%
Heritage
Transportation 63,500,000 219,067 72.81% 81,811 27.19%
Quonset Point/Davisville 11,000,000 137,453 46.22% 159,923 53.78%
Total Presented 143,500,000
Total Approved 132,500,000
November 2, 2004
Transportation 66,520,000 245,153 66.48% 123,583 33.52%
Regional Career and Technical Schools 15,000,000 207,005 56.50% 159,387 43.50%
Higher Education Residence Halls 50,000,000 188,805 51.22% 179,814 48.78%
Cranston Street Armory 12,300,000 122,125 33.67% 240,536 66.33%
Emergency Water Interconnect 10,000,000 247,845 67.69% 118,283 32.31%
Open Space, Recreation, Bay and
Watershed Protection 70,000,000 262,486 70.78% 108,347 29.22%
Pell Library-Undersea Exploration Ctr 14,000,000 185,045 50.59% 180,721 49.41%
Athletic Center/Meade Stadium 6,700,000 117,971 32.50% 244,988 67.50%
Historic Preservation 3,000,000 205,267 56.00% 161,259 44.00%
Rehab of State owned Facilities 46,500,000 169,311 46.74% 192,923 53.26%
URI Biotechnology Center 50,000,000 214,811 57.94% 155,914 42.06%
Quonset Point/Davisville 48,000,000 206,243 56.33% 159,882 43.67%
Total Presented 392,020,000
Total Approved 326,520,000
November 7, 2006
Higher Education Bonds 72,790,000 230,174 62.02% 140,939 37.98%
Transportation Bonds 80,000,000 276,350 75.42% 90,079 24.58%
Roger Williams Park Zoo Bonds 11,000,000 248,874 67.82% 118,081 32.18%
Fort Adams Rec and Restoration Bonds 4,000,000 179,635 49.44% 183,709 50.56%
DEM Bonds 3,000,000 219,272 60.77% 141,531 39.23%
Affordable Housing Bonds 50,000,000 241,517 66.03% 124,268 33.97%
Total Presented 220,790,000
Total Approved 216,790,000
November 4, 2008
Open Space and Recreational Development 2,500,000 275,541 68.01% 129,578 31.99%
Transportation Bonds 87,215,000 313,394 76.71% 95,134 23.29%
Total Presented 89,715,000
Total Approved 89,715,000
November 2, 2010
Higher Education Facilities Bonds 78,000,000 175,978 55.23% 142,632 44.77%
Transportation Bonds 84,700,000 233,182 73.13% 85,660 26.87%
Open Space and Recreation Bonds 14,700,000 205,218 64.63% 112,310 35.37%
Total Presented 177,400,000
Total Approved 177,400,000
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November 6, 2012
Higher Education Facilities Bonds 50,000,000 262,307 66.19% 133,981 33.81%
Veterans' Home Bonds 94,000,000 304,287 77.34% 89,130 22.66%
Clean Water Bonds 20,000,000 298,330 74.50% 102,097 25.50%
Environmental Management Bonds 20,000,000 276,924 69.83% 119,659 30.17%
Affordable Housing Bonds 25,000,000 246,132 61.60% 153,413 38.40%
Total Presented 209,000,000
Total Approved 209,000,000
November 4, 2014
Higher Education Facilities Bonds 125,000,000 186,616 63.60% 107,016 36.40%
Creative and Cultural Economy Bonds 30,000,000 185,917 60.60% 121,026 39.40%
Mass Transit Hub Infrastructure Bonds 35,000,000 175,160 60.20% 116,028 39.80%
Clean Water, Open Space , Healthy Comm 53,000,000 214,865 71.20% 86,885 28.80%
Total Presented 243,000,000
Total Approved 243,000,000
November 8, 2016
Higher Education Facilities and Innovation Centers Bonds 45,500,000 248,708 59.50% 169,408 40.50%
Port Infrastructure Bonds 70,000,000 264,056 63.30% 153,132 36.70%
Green Economy Bonds 35,000,000 284,408 67.60% 136,205 32.40%
Veterans Home Bonds 27,000,000 356,337 83.90% 68,406 16.10%
Housing Opportunity Bonds 50,000,000 245,135 58.00% 177,218 42.00%
Total Presented 227,500,000
Total Approved 227,500,000
November 6, 2018
Rhode Island School Buildings 250,000,000 271,259 76.70% 82,517 23.30%
Higher Education Facilities 70,000,000 208,714 59.50% 142,240 40.50%
Green Economy Bonds 47,300,000 277,976 78.90% 74,536 21.10%
Total Presented 367,300,000
Total Approved 367,300,000
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