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Agency Operations

The Attorney General is established under the Rhode Island Constitution as one of the five general
officers subject to election by the voters. As the State’s central legal agency, the Attorney General is
responsible for the prosecution of all felony criminal cases, misdemeanor appeals, and misdemeanor
cases brought by state law enforcement action in the various district courts.

The Attorney General initiates legal action to protect the interests of the citizens of Rhode Island
regarding compliance with the Open Meetings Act and the Access to Public Records Act, and
protection of the public from deceptive business practices and anti-trust violations. Additionally, the
Attorney General provides legal advice to state officers and represents all agencies, departments, and
commissions in litigation. The State Bureau of Criminal Identification, the central repository for all
criminal records in the State, is operated and maintained by the Attorney General.

The Office of Attorney General is divided into four programs: Criminal, Civil, Bureau of Criminal
Identification, and General.

Agency Objectives

To represent the State with regard to the investigation, prosecution, and trial of all felony matters,
misdemeanor cases, and appellate matters within its jurisdiction.

To provide public protection on behalf of the people of Rhode Island as citizens, consumers, and
taxpayers.

To provide criminal history information and descriptive data on demand to federal and local law
enforcement agencies seven days a week, 24-hours a day.

Statutory History

Article 1V, Section 1 of the Rhode Island Constitution and R.1.G.L. 42-9 establish the Office of the
Attorney General. R.I.G.L. 12-9 relates to extradition; R.I.G.L. 9-31 relates to governmental tort
liability; R.1.G.L. 12-12 relates to indictments and information; R.1.G.L. 12-1 relates to criminal
identification; and R.1.G.L. 11-57 relates to weapons.
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FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007
Actual Actual Revised Recommended
Expenditures by Program
Criminal 11,764,312 12,230,739 14,261,951 14,653,599
Civil 3,831,797 4,074,975 4,509,303 4,747,610
Bureau of Criminal Identification 817,076 1,171,751 1,214,841 992,614
General 1,810,377 2,151,529 2,620,925 2,414,721
Total Expenditures $18,223,562 $19,628,994 $22,607,020 $22,808,544
Expenditures By Object
Personnel 16,532,769 17,831,234 20,116,445 20,774,804
Other State Operations 1,689,782 1,688,457 2,024,179 1,867,894
Aid To Local Units Of Government - - - -
Assistance, Grants and Benefits 1,011 869 818 846
Subtotal: Operating Expenditures $18,223,562 $19,520,560 $22,141,442 $22,643,544
Capital Improvements - 108,434 465,578 165,000
Capital Debt Service - - - -
Total Expenditures $18,223,562 $19,628,994 $22,607,020 $22,808,544
Expenditures By Funds
General Revenue 16,077,703 17,141,816 19,686,252 20,515,081
Federal Funds 1,477,922 1,585,915 1,468,281 1,055,397
Restricted Receipts 667,937 698,341 986,909 1,073,066
Other - 202,922 465,578 165,000
Total Expenditures $18,223,562 $19,628,994 $22,607,020 $22,808,544
FTE Authorization 228.5 230.5 234.5 220.9
Agency Measures
Minorities as a Percentage of the Workforce 14.1% 12.3% 14.9% 14.9%
Females as a Percentage of the Workforce 56.5% 55.3% 55.9% 56.9%
Persons with Disabilities as a Percentage of
the Workforce 6.1% 6.1% 4.0% 5.0%
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The Criminal Program, with offices in Providence, Kent, Washington, and Newport counties, is
responsible for the prosecution of felony cases and misdemeanor appeals from the district courts. The
Narcotics and Organized Crime Prosecution Unit is composed of legal and support staff. This unit
prosecutes all narcotics and organized crime cases. The Forfeiture Unit handles all asset forfeiture
cases. The Information-Charging Unit prepares information for all felony cases filed in Providence
County, with the exception of Grand Jury indictments. The Victim/Witness Unit administers a
comprehensive assistance program for victims and state witnesses; this unit’s existence is mandated
by the Victim’s Bill of Rights. The Diversion Unit provides alternatives to court prosecution for
selected first-time, non-violent felony offenders. The Juvenile Unit is responsible for prosecuting all
juveniles charged with felonies by local police and state agencies, and all adults charged with
criminal child abuse. The Appellate Unit represents the State in all criminal appeals before the Rhode
Island Supreme Court and post-conviction cases filed in federal court. The Medicaid Fraud Control
Unit prosecutes fraud and abuse by providers of Medicaid services to Rhode Island and the Welfare
Fraud Unit investigates and prosecutes all cases of welfare fraud.

Program Objectives

To represent the State with regard to the investigation, prosecution, and trial of all felony matters,
misdemeanor cases brought by state law enforcement, and appellate matters within its jurisdiction.

Statutory History

Article 1V, Section 1 of the Rhode Island Constitution and R.I1.G.L. 42-9 establish the Office of the
Attorney General. R.I.G.L. 12-9 relates to extradition; R.I.G.L. 9-31 relates to governmental tort
liability; R.1.G.L. 12-12 relates to indictments and information; R.1.G.L. 12-1 relates to criminal
identification; and R.1.G.L. 11-57 relates to weapons.
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Criminal
FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007
Actual Actual Revised Recommended
Expenditures By Object
Personnel 10,794,108 11,206,846 12,990,957 13,346,794
Other State Operations 970,204 1,023,893 1,270,994 1,306,805
Aid To Local Units Of Government - - - -
Assistance, Grants and Benefits - - - -
Subtotal: Operating Expenditures $11,764,312 $12,230,739 $14,261,951 $14,653,599
Capital Improvements - - - -
Capital Debt Service - - - -
Total Expenditures $11,764,312 $12,230,739 $14,261,951 $14,653,599
Expenditures By Funds
General Revenue 10,177,465 10,750,031 12,368,685 12,831,476
Federal Funds 1,402,499 1,241,583 1,122,582 1,055,397
Restricted Receipts 184,348 239,125 467,675 520,527
Total Expenditures $11,764,312 $12,230,739 $13,958,942 $14,407,400
Program Measures
Percentage of Cases Dismissed 8.8% 8.8% 7.4% 7.4%
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The Civil Program is comprised of six units, each with very different responsibilities. The General
Litigation Unit handles most lawsuits brought against the State and its employees. There are
approximately 1,500 active cases, ranging from small claims to issues involving millions of dollars
and constitutional claims. Additionally, this unit acts as the legal advisor for 11 boards and
commissions, state departments, and agencies. The Regulatory Unit represents the interests of
consumers before the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, the Rhode Island Public Utilities
Commission, and the Rhode Island Insurance Commissioner. The Charitable Trusts Unit maintains
records relating to the registration of charitable trusts in Rhode Island. The Environmental Advocacy
Unit enforces civil and criminal environmental laws of the State and acts as an environmental
advocate on public policy issues. The Attorney General’s Office provides specialized legal counsel to
the Department of Human Services. The Consumer Protection Unit monitors activity in the
marketplace and represents the consumer’s interest where patterns of fraud or deception have been
identified. The unit investigates allegation of improper business operation and initiates settlements
and enforcement actions designed to provide restitution, if required. Attempts are made to resolve
consumer complaints through a mediation process.

Program Objectives
To provide cost effective legal representation to the State, its agencies, boards and commissions.

To provide public protection on behalf of the people of Rhode Island as citizens, consumers and
taxpayers.

Statutory History

Article 1V, Section 1 of the Rhode Island Constitution and R.I1.G.L. 41-9 establish the office of the
Attorney General. R.I.G.L. 12-9 relates to extraditions; R.1.G.L. 9-31 relates to governmental tort
liability; R.I.G.L. 12-12 relates to indictments and information; R.1.G.L. 12-1 relates to criminal
identification; and R.1.G.L. 11-47 relates to weapons.
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FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007
Actual Actual Revised Recommended
Expenditures By Object
Personnel 3,470,965 3,778,547 4,145,757 4,384,064
Other State Operations 360,832 296,428 363,546 363,546
Aid To Local Units Of Government - - - -
Assistance, Grants and Benefits - - - -
Subtotal: Operating Expenditures $3,831,797 $4,074,975 $4,509,303 $4,747,610
Capital Improvements - - - -
Capital Debt Service - - - -
Total Expenditures $3,831,797 $4,074,975 $4,509,303 $4,747,610
Expenditures By Funds
General Revenue 3,348,202 3,615,753 3,990,069 4,195,071
Federal Funds 6 6 - -
Restricted Receipts 483,589 459,216 519,234 552,539
Total Expenditures $3,831,797 $4,074,975 $4,509,303 $4,747,610
Program Measures NA NA NA NA
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The Bureau of Criminal Identification (BCI) is a repository and central clearinghouse for information
on individuals who have been arrested or convicted of crimes in Rhode Island. This information
includes criminal history records, fingerprints, and warrant information. The unit operates 24-hours a
day, seven days a week. This unit receives and processes requests for records from law enforcement
agencies across the country. Additionally, BCI issues and maintains pistol permits, issues security
guard licenses, and conducts background checks.

Program Objectives

To provide criminal history information and descriptive data on demand to federal and local law
enforcement agencies, 24-hours a day, seven days a week.

Statutory History
Section 12-1-4 of the Rhode Island General Laws establishes the Bureau of Criminal Identification

within the Office of the Attorney General. The duties of this unit are further outlined in Sections 12-
1-5 through 12-1-12.
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Expenditures By Object

Personnel

Other State Operations

Aid To Local Units Of Government

Assistance, Grants and Benefits
Subtotal: Operating Expenditures

Capital Improvements

Capital Debt Service
Total Expenditures

Expenditures By Funds
General Revenue
Federal Funds

Total Expenditures

Program Measures

FY 2004
Actual

690,851
126,225

$817,076

$817,076

741,659
75,417
$817,076

NA
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FY 2005
Actual

1,055,053
116,698

$1,171,751

$1,171,751

827,425
344,326
$1,171,751

NA

FY 2006
Revised

968,677
246,164

$1,214,841

$1,214,841

943,973
270,868
$1,214,841

NA

FY 2007

Recommended

902,927
89,687

$992,614

$992,614

992,614

$992,614

NA
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Program Operations

The General Program provides administrative support to ensure that the department operates
efficiently. This program consists of six units.

The Executive Unit consists of the Attorney General, the Deputy Attorney General and support staff.
The function of the Executive Unit is to coordinate the efforts of all parts of the department.

The Fiscal Unit is responsible for all financial operations of the department. This includes the
preparation of the departmental budget, monitoring and controlling expenditures, and processing all
financial paperwork.

The Personnel Unit processes all paperwork regarding hiring, transfers, promotions, and terminations,
and monitors payroll records submitted to Accounts and Control. This unit must ensure that all state
and federal laws and regulations are upheld, including equal employment opportunities and
affirmative action requirements.

The Operations Unit is responsible for purchasing, maintenance and repair of the department’s
buildings and automobiles, and monitoring the department’s telephone and mail systems.

The Management Information System Unit administers and operates the department’s computer
systems. The system consists of five central processing units, multiple application servers, over 220
desktop computers, and 30 printers. The Attorney General’s computer system is linked to the court’s
computer system and the Rhode Island Law Enforcement Telecommunications System.

The Public Information/Legislation Unit handles all communication with the media, submits

legislation on the Attorney General’s behalf, and coordinates the Attorney General’s education, and
community outreach efforts.

Program Objectives

To provide the infrastructure necessary for the efficient operation of the Office of the Attorney
General.

Statutory History

Article IV, Section 1 of the Rhode Island Constitution and R.I1.G.L. 42-9 establish the Office of the
Attorney General. R.I.G.L. 12-9 relates to extraditions; R.I.G.L. 9-31 relates to governmental tort
liability; R.I.G.L. 12-12 relates to indictments and information; R.1.G.L. 12-1 relates to criminal
identification; and R.I1.G.L. 11-57 relates to weapons.
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General
FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007
Actual Actual Revised Recommended
Expenditures By Object
Personnel 1,576,845 1,790,788 2,011,054 2,141,019
Other State Operations 232,521 251,438 143,475 272,856
Aid To Local Units Of Government - - - -
Assistance, Grants and Benefits 1,011 869 818 846
Subtotal: Operating Expenditures $1,810,377 $2,043,095 $2,155,347 $2,414,721
Capital Improvements - 108,434 535,608 -
Capital Debt Service - - - -
Total Expenditures $1,810,377 $2,151,529 $2,690,955 $2,414,721
Expenditures By Funds
General Revenue 1,810,377 1,948,607 2,155,347 2,249,721
Other - 202,922 535,608 165,000
Total Expenditures $1,810,377 $2,151,529 $2,690,955 $2,414,721
Program Measures NA NA NA NA
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